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A STUBBORN and invasive weed

across the UK for more than a century
has finally met its match in a tiny bug
| from Japan.
'E Japanese knotweed was introduced
i as an ornamental plant in the 1910
century bul, with no natural enen

: starving i
water, soaking it in toxic weedlkill
iy hrl’ippui;l'ﬁit up but nothing ha:
wmgsd - TLOW- &
The insect, called a psyllid and =
about the size of a grain of sand, cai
fell knotweed within a few weels. T

plant-jumping lice eggs on the
mdmdpﬂaﬁmeh]ﬁlarm suclkout
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o i to be E:yh-a:luced o
across the coun rnment,
officials, the m?gme %ﬁg . B
“higeontrol™— the use of a natural
enemy to control another pest — has
been used in e to fight a weed.
Biocontrol has, however, been iried
elsewhere in the world w:’:ﬁn—-n:iixe [y
| results. In Australia, the introduction
of the cane toad to contral the cane
- beetle wiped out other wildlife but the
. introduction of certain diseases
successful in controlling the
population. The Depnri:mtrfésl'
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for the Environment, Food and Bural
Affairs insisted that thorough tests

o5 | have been caxvied out against nearly
| 100 British |

ts and crops W ensure |
that the id will not becomea
pest. . :

Huw Irraneca-Davies, the wildlife
minister, said the * d-breaking™
‘project offered real hope for i
gardeners and could save industry
and builders several billions of i
pounds. Japanese knobweed is
currentl; a problem on the
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Olympics site in east London, “These |

iny insecis, which naturally prey on
?;gmesa knotweed, will help free

said: “Japanese veed big
issue for the construction industry,
oo millions of pound year
e . The ICE therel
welcomes I ding
solutions to this invasive

| provided of course they d
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produce any other negati

on the environment.™
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_ otweed, your
‘up. Meet psyllid
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Psyllid The tenacious sapsucker
The ﬁsi.rlﬂd l_s-‘f:.he narrlé.-i ;
given to.a famlly of jumping
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and should die out orce

clirmate similar tothe UK.

The aphid-likeins=ctis | Japanese knotweedis
abaut 2mm leng and .| trought undercontral.
arangeor brownincolour, | Cabi the organisation

Typically, it willonby five | thatwill relleutthe
forafewweaksandgo | ink Hglon_ﬂfthe payllic,
through two or three life pi.n 20 j5 on about S0 other
cyclesinone summer. | plants similar to the :
| it lays thousands of eqys krmtweela but nore.
and as soon as the larvae | developed to adulthoed.
natch they start sucking sap | They said this made (i the
fram the plant through their | “perfect candidate” for the.
sharp mouths, The winged || first release of a non-native
insects are currenthy baing, .sped&s!@chrtrm?énmhw i
bred in captivity in Britain bva'st'Hmlv‘e’ r. Plantife,a
bt could spread once they | charity, suggested three |
are released, using the wind | additional plants = Martherr

carry them. ‘| Knotorass, Tasteless Water-
- However, p%ﬂlbé | pepper and Small Water-
| @aten by native predators | pepper — should alsobe
'dlassplder‘ﬁéﬂﬁdsps te prior forelease.
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Buresux International (Cabi) will
manage the introduction.

The insects, also known as
Aphalara itadori, will be released on
ta Japanese knotweed at three secret
siles over the next few months and
closely monitored belore other sites
are chosen.

1or Diek Shaw, of Cabi, said: “This
is a great opporhunity for the UKo
benefit from a tE!(,‘.h?t!fq"L!B commonly
uged outgide Europe.

“We have every reason 1o helieve
that this knotweed s alist can help
limit the impacts of this harmful

invasive weed safely and sustainably.”



